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1
TASK-BASED MODELING FOR PARALLEL
DATA INTEGRATION

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to computer software, and
more specifically, to computer software to implement task-
based modeling for parallel data integration.

An existing parallel execution environment for data inte-
gration may take one of four configurations: symmetric
multiprocessing (SMP), massive parallel processing (MPP),
cluster, or grid. SMP contains one physical server, while the
other parallel execution environments support multiple
physical servers. Those servers may be further configured to
serve as compute nodes, /O nodes, or database nodes.

A distributed computing environment can be setup in a
much larger scale with hundreds to thousands of servers. To
run parallel jobs in a distributed computing environment, the
parallel computing engine must be integrated with the
distributed computing engine, as each may have their own
specific run models. The parallel engine supports the pro-
cess-based model, while the distributed engine supports the
task-based model. In the task-based model, a data flow
consists of subflows, and each subflow is considered a task.
A task may be run through one or more processing units
determined by the process-based model. When attempting to
run parallel jobs in the distributed computing environment,
a task-based execution plan based on a process execution
plan must be created.

SUMMARY

Embodiments disclosed herein provide a system, method,
and computer program product to perform an operation for
task-based modeling for parallel data integration, by deter-
mining, for a data flow, a set of processing units, each of the
set of processing units defining one or more data processing
operations to process the data flow, generating a set of tasks
to represent the set of processing units, each task in the set
of tasks comprising one or more of the data processing
operations of the set of processing units, optimizing the set
of tasks based on a set of characteristics of the data flow, and
generating a composite execution plan based on the opti-
mized set of tasks to process the data flow in a distributed
computing environment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a system for task-based modeling for
parallel data integration, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2 illustrates a method for task-based modeling for
parallel data integration, according to one embodiment.
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FIG. 3 illustrates a method to generate a task execution
plan, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates a method to analyze partitioning and sort
keys, according to one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments disclosed herein provide a task-based pro-
cessing model that can be applied to generate an optimal
execution plan for running existing data integration appli-
cations in distributed computing environments. Generally,
embodiments disclosed herein generate an optimal execu-
tion plan based on checkpointing needs, resource utilization
patterns, partitioning and sort keys, and runtime require-
ments.

A data flow may be modeled as a set of tasks (for a
task-based processing model), with each task having a
function. Each task may contain one or more processing
units to perform the function. The functions of all tasks may
be orchestrated to represent the application logic of the
entire data flow. For a given data flow, the number of tasks
may range from 1 to N, where N is the maximum number of
processing units. The optimal number of tasks, i.e., the
number of tasks which would most efficiently process the
data flow, is also a number from 1 to N. Embodiments
disclosed herein determine the optimal number of tasks by
considering characteristics of the data flow, such as check-
pointing needs, resource utilization patterns, partitioning
and sort keys, as well as performance requirements that may
be specified by a user at runtime. Based on the optimal
number of tasks, a two-level composite optimal execution
plan may be generated for running those tasks in a distrib-
uted computing environment.

For example, the following data flow may join data from
two sources, transform the data, and load data into a target
file system. A first import operator may pass its results to a
first sort operator. The first sort operator may pass its results
to a first remove duplicate operator. In parallel, a second
import operator may pass its results to a second sort opera-
tor. The second sort operator may then pass its results to a
second remove duplicate operator. The results of the first and
second remove duplicate operator may then be passed to a
join operator, which then flows to a transform operator,
which finally flows to an export operator.

Applying a process-based model to this sample data flow
may result in nine distinct processes in a single node
configuration if operator combining (combining two or more
operators) is disabled, namely one process for each step in
the data flow. Applying task-based modeling to the process
execution plan, embodiments disclosed herein may generate
many different task execution plans, as illustrated in Table I:

TABLE I
Plan Number
Name  Rule of Tasks ~ Task Name  Function of Task Processes in Task
Plan 1  Map-reduce 2 Task 1 Read and join Importl, Import2,
tasks data Sortl, Sort2,
RemoveDuplicatel,
RemoveDuplicate2, Join
Task 2 Transform and Transform, Export
export data
Plan 2A Based on plan 3 Task 1 Read data Importl, Import2
1, separate Task 2 Join data Sortl, Sort2,
data import RemoveDuplicatel,
from map- RemoveDuplicate2, Join
reduce Task 3 Transform and Transform, Export

export data
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TABLE I-continued
Plan Number
Name  Rule of Tasks ~ Task Name  Function of Task Processes in Task
Plan 2B Based on plan 4 Task 1 Read and remove Importl,
1, separate duplicate data Sortl, RemoveDuplicatel
memory from source 1
intensive from Task 2 Read and remove Import2,
data duplicate data Sort2, RemoveDuplicate2
processing from source 2
Task 3 Join data Join
Task 4 Transform and Transform, Export
export data
Plan 2C Based on plan Task 1 Read data from  Importl
1, separate data source 1
two data Task 2 Read data from  Import2
sources from data source 2
map-reduce Task 3 Join data Sortl, Sort2,
RemoveDuplicatel,
RemoveDuplicate2, Join
Task 4 Transform and Transform, Export
export data
Plan 3 Based on plan Task 1 Read data Importl, Import2
2a, separate Task 2 Join data Sortl, Sort2,
O (data RemoveDuplicatel,
import and RemoveDuplicate2, Join
export) from Task 3 Transform data Transform
data Task 4 Export data Export
processing
Plan 4 Based on plan Task 1 Read data from  Importl
3, input YO on data source 1
different Task 2 Read data from  Import2
servers data source 2
Task 3 Join data Sortl, Sort2,
RemoveDuplicatel,
RemoveDuplicate2, Join
Task 4 Transform data Transform
Task 5 Export data Export
Plan 5  Based on plan Task 1 Read data from  Importl
4, input VO on data source 1
different Task 2 Read data from  Import2
servers, also data source 2
separate Task 3 Remove duplicate Sortl, Sort2,
memory- data RemoveDuplicatel,
intensive from RemoveDuplicate2
CPU-intensive Task 4 Join data Join
Task 5 Transform data Transform
Task 6 Export data Export
Plan 6 Based on plan Task 1 Read data from  Importl
5, separate data source 1
two map- Task 2 Read data from  Import2
reduce tasks data source 2
for removing Task 3 Remove duplicate Sortl, RemoveDuplicatel
duplicate data from data
records source 1
Task 4 Remove duplicate Sort2, RemoveDuplicate2
data from data
source 2
Task 5 Join data Join
Task 6 Transform data Transform
Task 7 Export data Export

Table I illustrates that many different execution plans may
be generated. Advantageously, embodiments disclosed
herein may generate an optimal execution plan based on
checkpointing needs, resource utilization patterns, partition-
ing and sort keys, as well as performance requirements that
may be specified by a user at runtime. For example, in a first
scenario based on the above-illustrated data flow, if it is
determined at runtime that both data sources are local and
have medium data volume, embodiments disclosed herein
may identify plan 2A as being optimal, as both join and file
export can work with key and value pairs. In this plan, the
operators upstream from the join operator can be grouped as
the map task, while the join operator itself can be used as the
reduce task. In the second map-reduce task, the transform
operator is the map task, and the file export is the reduce

55

60

65

task. There are two checkpoints in this data flow, so if any
task fails, the other two tasks can continue to run, and the
entire data flow can recover from failure and resume data
processing.

In a second scenario, it may be determined at runtime that
the input data sources are on two remote servers with
medium data volume, embodiments disclosed herein may
identify plan 2C as optimal, as it separates input/output
operations from data processing, while also allowing data
processing to occur close to the data locality by running the
data flow partially on the parallel engine and partly on the
distributed engine. This scenario is similar to the first
scenario, but each data source runs its own task within the
parallel framework on the specific file server, while the rest
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of the data flow runs as two map-reduce tasks within the
distributed map-reduce framework.

In a third scenario, it may be determined that the data flow
has remote I/O with a large data volume. In such a scenario,
embodiments disclosed herein may identify plan 6 as being
optimal, as it divides resource intensive processing into
different tasks. This may allow [/O intensive tasks to run on
servers configured for I/O and memory or CPU-intensive
tasks to run on the servers configured with more processing
power. Six checkpoints make it flexible to handle failure
recovery for long running tasks. The map task (sort) and the
reduce task (remove duplicates) also fits well in the map-
reduce model.

To optimize the plans in Table 1 on a process level,
embodiments disclosed herein combine different processing
units into one process to reduce CPU costs spent on data
transport. Depending on actual operator combining, the task
execution plan may or may not change. For example, plan
2A does not change even if import/sort/remove duplicate
operators are combined. Similarly, plan 2B does not change
if transform/export operators are combined. If the task
execution plan remains unchanged, the process execution
plan can be optimized to meet the runtime requirements.

Therefore, embodiments disclosed herein introduce a new
task-based model to describe data integration logic, and
apply two-level modeling to a data flow. A task-based model
may be considered as a composite model that is built on top
of a process-based model. The score of a data flow in the
task-based model is therefore also a composite score. The
two-level modeling uses the process-based model to repre-
sent data processing units at a lower level, and use the
task-based model at a higher level to perform a main
function by grouping correlated data processing units. A
composite execution plan having a process execution plan
and a task execution plan may be generated based on the
characteristics of a data flow and the runtime performance
requirements. The process execution plan defines what data
processing units to run, while the task execution plan defines
where to run those data processing units, and how to run
them in terms of environment setup and job launch. Advan-
tageously, embodiments disclosed herein provide the ability
to optimize execution plans at both the process level and the
task level, and provide capabilities to support built-in and
customized rules for data analysis, including checkpointing
needs, resource utilization patterns, partitioning and sort
keys, and run requirements.

Advantageously, embodiments disclosed herein allow for
the reuse of process execution plans in any computing
environment, providing support for retargetable engines,
failure recovery, and optimal checkpointing. The task-based
model can be extended to support parallel data integration in
a parallel or distributed (heterogeneous or homogenous)
execution environment. Furthermore, the two-level optimi-
zation and task analysis rules make the scores for execution
plans more adaptive to any performance requirement
changes at runtime. At runtime, a user may modify the task
execution plan or the process execution plan, or both, or may
leave the task execution plan or the process execution plan,
or both, unmodified.

FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100 for task-based modeling
for parallel data integration, according to one embodiment.
The computer 102 may also be connected to other computers
101, ,, via a network 130. The computers 101,_,, may be
other computers in a distributed or parallel computing
environment. In general, the network 130 may be a tele-
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6

communications network and/or a wide area network
(WAN). In a particular embodiment, the network 130 is the
Internet.

The computer 102 generally includes a processor 104
connected via a bus 120 to a memory 106, a network
interface device 118, a storage 108, an input device 122, and
an output device 124. The computer 102 is generally under
the control of an operating system (not shown). Examples of
operating systems include the UNIX operating system,
versions of the Microsoft Windows operating system, and
distributions of the Linux operating system. (UNIX is a
registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States
and other countries. Microsoft and Windows are trademarks
of Microsoft Corporation in the United States, other coun-
tries, or both. Linux is a registered trademark of Linus
Torvalds in the United States, other countries, or both). More
generally, any operating system supporting the functions
disclosed herein may be used. The processor 104 is included
to be representative of a single CPU, multiple CPUs, a single
CPU having multiple processing cores, and the like. Simi-
larly, the memory 106 may be a random access memory.
While the memory 106 is shown as a single identity, it
should be understood that the memory 106 may comprise a
plurality of modules, and that the memory 106 may exist at
multiple levels, from high speed registers and caches to
lower speed but larger DRAM chips. The network interface
device 118 may be any type of network communications
device allowing the computer 102 to communicate with
other computers via the network 130.

The storage 108 may be a persistent storage device.
Although the storage 108 is shown as a single unit, the
storage 108 may be a combination of fixed and/or removable
storage devices, such as fixed disc drives, solid state drives,
floppy disc drives, tape drives, removable memory cards or
optical storage. The memory 106 and the storage 108 may be
part of one virtual address space spanning multiple primary
and secondary storage devices.

The input device 122 may be any device for providing
input to the computer 102. For example, a keyboard and/or
a mouse may be used. The output device 124 may be any
device for providing output to a user of the computer 102.
For example, the output device 124 may be any conventional
display screen or set of speakers. Although shown separately
from the input device 122, the output device 124 and input
device 122 may be combined. For example, a display screen
with an integrated touch-screen may be used.

As shown, the memory 106 contains the integration
application 112, which is an application generally config-
ured to deploy parallel computing jobs to a distributed
computing environment for execution. The integration
application 112 determines the platform on which compute
jobs are to be executed, generates an execution plan, con-
figures the platform for execution of the plan, and monitors
the execution of the plan. In generating the execution plan,
the integration application 112 may generate an optimal plan
for executing the parallel computing job on a distributed
computing engine based on checkpointing needs, resource
utilization patterns, partitioning and sort keys, as well as
performance requirements that may be specified by a user at
runtime. Additional functionality of the integration applica-
tion 112 is described in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/842,960, filed on Mar. 15, 2013, the entirety of which is
incorporated by reference herein. The memory 106 also
contains the parallel engine 113, which generally is an
application configured to manage the execution parallel
computing jobs, and the distributed engine 114, which
generally is an application configured to manage the execu-
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tion of distributed computing jobs. As shown, storage 108
contains data 115, which stores data related to the integration
application 112, as well as the parallel engine 113 and
distributed engine 114. For example, the data 115 may
include configuration data, task data, plan data, and a score
archive containing task execution plans. Although depicted
as a database, the data 115 may take any form sufficient to
store data, including text files, xml data files, and the like. In
some embodiments, the data 115, as well as the integration
application 112, the parallel engine 113, and the distributed
engine 114 may be in any number of different computers, in
the same computer, or any combination thereof.

FIG. 2 illustrates a method 200 for task-based modeling
for parallel data integration, according to one embodiment.
In one embodiment, the integration application 112 performs
the steps of the method 200 to generate an optimal execution
plan for a parallel processing job that needs to be executed
on a distributed computing system. The integration applica-
tion 112 includes a set of built-in rules that are applied
against a given data flow to generate a task execution plan.
The built-in rules may be based on different performance
characteristics such that the integration application 112 may
generate an optimal execution plan for different types of data
flows.

At step 210, the integration application 112 receives an
object representation of a data flow for a parallel processing
job. The object representation of the data flow identifies the
operations that must be completed in order to process the
parallel processing job. For example, the object representa-
tion of the data flow may specify to import a data set, sort
the data, remove duplicates, and output the results to a file.
At step 220, the integration application 112 may receive run
requirements for processing the data flow. The run require-
ments may be user-defined, customized rules that may be
enforced by the integration application 112. The run require-
ments may specify, for example, a number of physical
partitions, a number of tasks on each logical partition, or a
total number of tasks across all partitions in the generated
task execution plan. The user may also configure the envi-
ronment by setting the parallel configuration file to run tasks.
The configuration information specified by the user may be
embedded in the final task execution plan generated by the
integration application 112. At step 230, the integration
application 112 may generate a process execution plan for
processing the data flow. In one embodiment, the integration
application 112 generates the process execution plan based
on the object representation of the data flow. Generally, at
step 230, the integration application 112 assigns processing
operators (units) to processes by determining a partition
source for each operator, inserting automatic repartitioning
operators and datasets if necessary, computing the straight-
through optimization for virtual datasets, and combines
operators if possible. Generating a process execution plan is
described in greater detail in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/842,960, filed Mar. 15, 2013, the entirety of which is
incorporated by reference herein.

At step 240, the integration application 112 generates a
task execution plan based on the process execution plan and
run requirements. In generating the task execution plan, the
integration application 112 may perform task analysis using
a set of rules, finalize the task execution plan, and serialize
and save the task execution plan as part of a score archive.
The steps taken by the integration application 112 to gen-
erate the task execution plan is discussed in greater detail
with reference to FIG. 3. At step 250, the user may option-
ally optimize the execution plan by modifying the task
execution plan, the process execution plan, or both. Alter-
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natively, the user may decline to modify the task or process
execution plans, allowing the system to proceed with the
process and task execution plans generated by the integra-
tion application 112. At step 260, the integration application
112 may deploy the job based on the optimized execution
plan. In one embodiment, the job may be a parallel com-
puting job deployed in a distributed computing environment.
However, the parallel computing job may be extended to any
number of computing platforms, and vice versa.

FIG. 3 illustrates a method 300 corresponding to step 240
to generate a task execution plan, according to one embodi-
ment. Generally, the integration application 112 generates a
task execution plan by receiving the process execution plan
and run requirements as input, analyzes the tasks using a set
of rules, finalizes the task execution plan, and saves the task
execution plan as part of a score archive. The set of rules
used for task analysis may include checkpointing needs,
resource utilization patterns, partitioning and sort keys, and
run requirements received from the user.

At step 310, the integration application 112 may analyze
checkpoints for the data flow. Different data flows (or
different runs of the same data flow) may have different
checkpointing needs. Optimal checkpoints may be deter-
mined in a data flow in order to utilize the checkpoints to
achieve performance improvement and failure recovery. The
information on these checkpoints may be embedded in the
process execution plan. When analyzing the process execu-
tion plan, the integration application 112 may mark sub-flow
boundaries, and determine task groups using the specified
checkpoints and sub-flows. A task group may contain one or
more tasks. After examining the checkpointing needs, the
integration application 112 may analyze each task group to
determine individual tasks for processing the data flow. At
step 320, the integration application 112 analyzes resource
utilization patterns for each task to identify any processes
exhibiting special resource utilization patterns. For example,
the integration application 112 may determine whether a
given task process is /O intensive, memory intensive, or
CPU intensive. If processes are identified as having special
resource utilization patterns, the integration application 112
will attempt to assign the processes to different tasks in the
task execution plan. For example, the integration application
112 may not assign an I/O intensive process to the same task
as a CPU intensive process. Likewise, the integration appli-
cation 112 does not assign multiple memory intensive pro-
cesses, multiple CPU intensive processes, and multiple 1/O
intensive processes to the same task.

At step 330, discussed in greater detail with reference to
FIG. 4, the integration application 112 may analyze parti-
tioning and sort keys to map the remaining processes to
tasks. Generally, the integration application 112 identifies
key break boundaries to define map tasks and reduce tasks
in the task execution plan. At step 340, the integration
application 112 analyzes any run requirements specified by
the user. As previously discussed, the integration application
112 finalizes the task execution plan based on these user-
specified rules. For example, the integration application 112
may modify tasks it generates such that a specified number
of physical partitions, a specified number of tasks on each
logical partition, or a specified total number of tasks across
all partitions are not exceeded. At step 360, the integration
application 112 sorts the generated tasks in the appropriate
execution order. At step 370, the integration application 112
may save the task execution plan into a score archive, which
in one embodiment is the data 115.

FIG. 4 illustrates a method 400 corresponding to step 330
to analyze partitioning and sort keys, according to one
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embodiment. Generally, the integration application 112 per-
forms the steps of the method 400 after analyzing check-
pointing needs and resource utilization patterns in order to
map any remaining processes to tasks in the task execution
plan. At step 410, the integration application 112 may
identify key-based operators. A key-based operator may be
any operator that performs operations on partitioning or
sorting keys. Partitioning or sorting keys may be one or
multiple columns that are used to determine the partitioning
or sorting for a set of records. At step 420, the integration
application 112 executes a loop containing steps 430-460 for
each key-based operator identified at step 410. At step 430,
the integration application 112 identifies any operator
upstream from current the key-based operator not currently
used in any tasks. At step 440, the integration application
112 defines a map task including the identified upstream
operators. At step 450, the integration application 112
defines a reduce task using the key-based operator. At step
460, the integration application 112 determines whether
more key-based operators remain. If so, the integration
application 112 returns to step 420. Otherwise, the integra-
tion application 112 identifies key-break boundaries at step
470. If the downstream key-based operators have the same
key requirements, the integration application 112 may com-
bine those key-based operators into the same reduce task. At
step 480, the integration application 112 combines as many
operators as possible into the same task.

Embodiments disclosed herein receive an object repre-
sentation of a data flow and a process execution plan as
input, and generate a task execution plan based on check-
pointing needs, resource utilization patterns, partitioning
and sort keys, as well as performance requirements that may
be specified by a user at runtime. The data flow may be
modeled as a set of tasks, each task having a main function
that may be performed by one or more data processing units.
The main functions of all tasks are orchestrated to represent
the application logic of the entire data flow. Advantageously,
embodiments disclosed herein identify an optimal number of
tasks for the processing units by considering the character-
istics of the data flow and the performance requirements.
Based on the generated set of optimal tasks, embodiments
disclosed herein can then generate a two-level optimal
composite execution plan for running parallel compute jobs
in a distributed computing environment.

The descriptions of the various embodiments of the
present disclosure have been presented for purposes of
illustration, but are not intended to be exhaustive or limited
to the embodiments disclosed. Many modifications and
variations will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the
described embodiments. The terminology used herein was
chosen to best explain the principles of the embodiments, the
practical application or technical improvement over tech-
nologies found in the marketplace, or to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the embodiments
disclosed herein.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present disclosure may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present disclosure may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present disclosure
may take the form of a computer program product embodied
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in one or more computer readable medium(s) having com-
puter readable program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable
medium(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium
may be a computer readable signal medium or a computer
readable storage medium. A computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but not limited to, an elec-
tronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semi-
conductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable
combination of the foregoing. More specific examples (a
non-exhaustive list) of the computer readable storage
medium would include the following: an electrical connec-
tion having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette,
a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a
portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an
optical storage device, a magnetic storage device, or any
suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this
document, a computer readable storage medium may be any
tangible medium that can contain, or store a program for use
by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-
magnetic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A
computer readable signal medium may be any computer
readable medium that is not a computer readable storage
medium and that can communicate, propagate, or transport
a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, includ-
ing but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable,
RF, etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present disclosure may be written in any
combination of one or more programming languages,
including an object oriented programming language such as
Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural
programming languages, such as the “C” programming
language or similar programming languages. The program
code may execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on
the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software package,
partly on the user’s computer and partly on a remote
computer or entirely on the remote computer or server. In the
latter scenario, the remote computer may be connected to the
user’s computer through any type of network, including a
local area network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or
the connection may be made to an external computer (for
example, through the Internet using an Internet Service
Provider).

Aspects of the present disclosure are described below
with reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block dia-
grams of methods, apparatus (systems) and computer pro-
gram products according to embodiments of the disclosure.
It will be understood that each block of the flowchart
illustrations and/or block diagrams, and combinations of
blocks in the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams,
can be implemented by computer program instructions.
These computer program instructions may be provided to a
processor of a general purpose computer, special purpose
computer, or other programmable data processing apparatus
to produce a machine, such that the instructions, which
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execute via the processor of the computer or other program-
mable data processing apparatus, create means for imple-
menting the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable medium that can direct a computer,
other programmable data processing apparatus, or other
devices to function in a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer readable medium pro-
duce an article of manufacture including instructions which
implement the function/act specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps
to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other devices to produce a computer imple-
mented process such that the instructions which execute on
the computer or other programmable apparatus provide
processes for implementing the functions/acts specified in
the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

Embodiments of the disclosure may be provided to end
users through a cloud computing infrastructure. Cloud com-
puting generally refers to the provision of scalable comput-
ing resources as a service over a network. More formally,
cloud computing may be defined as a computing capability
that provides an abstraction between the computing resource
and its underlying technical architecture (e.g., servers, stor-
age, networks), enabling convenient, on-demand network
access to a shared pool of configurable computing resources
that can be rapidly provisioned and released with minimal
management effort or service provider interaction. Thus,
cloud computing allows a user to access virtual computing
resources (e.g., storage, data, applications, and even com-
plete virtualized computing systems) in “the cloud,” without
regard for the underlying physical systems (or locations of
those systems) used to provide the computing resources.

Typically, cloud computing resources are provided to a
user on a pay-per-use basis, where users are charged only for
the computing resources actually used (e.g. an amount of
storage space consumed by a user or a number of virtualized
systems instantiated by the user). A user can access any of
the resources that reside in the cloud at any time, and from
anywhere across the Internet. In context of the present
disclosure, a user may access applications (e.g., the integra-
tion application) or related data available in the cloud. For
example, the integration application could execute on a
computing system in the cloud and generate an optimal
execution plan for processing a data flow. In such a case, the
integration application could generate the execution plan
and store the execution plan at a storage location in the
cloud. Doing so allows a user to access this information
from any computing system attached to a network connected
to the cloud (e.g., the Internet).

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present disclosure. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical func-
tion(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions noted in the block may occur
out of the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in
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the reverse order, depending upon the functionality
involved. It will also be noted that each block of the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and combinations of
blocks in the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration,
can be implemented by special purpose hardware-based
systems that perform the specified functions or acts, or
combinations of special purpose hardware and computer
instructions.

While the foregoing is directed to embodiments of the
present disclosure, other and further embodiments of the
disclosure may be devised without departing from the basic
scope thereof, and the scope thereof is determined by the
claims that follow.

What is claimed is:

1. A system, comprising:

one or more computer processors; and

a memory containing a program which when executed by

the one or more computer processors performs an
operation, the operation comprising:
determining, for a data flow, a set of processing units,
each processing unit of the set of processing units
defining one or more data processing operations to
process the data flow, wherein the determination of
the set of processing units comprises:
determining a partition source to associate with each
processing unit,
inserting one or more processing units into the set to
automatically repartition the partition source asso-
ciated with at least one of the processing units, and
optimizing virtual datasets associated with the data-
flow;
generating a set of tasks to represent the set of pro-
cessing units, each task in the set of tasks comprising
one or more of the data processing operations of the
set of processing units;
optimizing the set of tasks based on a set of character-
istics of the data flow comprising one or more user
defined requirements;
determining an execution order for the set of tasks
based on the one or more user defined requirements;
generating a composite execution plan based on the
optimized set of tasks to process the data flow in a
distributed computing environment and the execu-
tion order.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the set of characteristics
of the data flow further comprise: (i) a checkpointing
requirement of the data flow, (ii) a processing requirement
for each of the processing units, and (iii) analyzing one or
more keys for each of the processing units.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein analyzing the one or
more keys for each of the processing units comprises:

identifying at least one key-based processing unit in the

set of processing units;

identifying an upstream processing unit from the at least

one key-based processing unit, wherein the upstream
processing unit is not used processing any tasks of the
set of tasks;

defining a map task including the upstream processing

unit;

defining a reduce task using the at least one key-based

processing unit; and

upon determining that the upstream processing unit and

the at least one key-based processing unit have the
same key requirements, combining the upstream pro-
cessing unit and the at least one key-based processing
unit.
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4. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more user
defined requirements comprise: (i) a number of physical
partitions for processing the data flow, (ii) a number of tasks
on one or more logical partitions, (iii) a maximum number
of tasks across all partitions.

5. The system of claim 2, wherein the processing require-
ment for each of the processing units comprises at least one
of: (i) a memory requirement of each processing unit, (ii) a
CPU requirement of each processing unit, and (iii) an [/O
requirement of each processing unit.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the composite execu-
tion plan is further generated based on a determined set of
processing units.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein determining the set of
processing units is based on combining at least two pro-
cessing units based on one or more processing requirements
of the at least two processing units.

8. A computer program product, comprising:

a computer-readable storage medium having computer-
readable program code embodied therewith, the com-
puter-readable program code comprising:
computer-readable program code configured to deter-

mine, for a data flow, a set of processing units, each
processing unit of the set of processing units defining
one or more data processing operations to process
the data flow, wherein the determination of the set of
processing units comprises:
determining a partition source to associate with each
processing unit,
inserting one or more processing units into the set to
automatically repartition the partition source asso-
ciated with at least one of the processing units, and
optimizing virtual datasets associated with the data-
flow;
computer-readable program code configured to gener-
ate a set of tasks to represent the set of processing
units, each task in the set of tasks comprising one or
more of the data processing operations of the set of
processing units;
computer-readable program code configured to opti-
mize the set of tasks based on a set of characteristics
of the data flow comprising one or more user defined
requirements;
computer-readable program code configured to deter-
mine an execution order for the set of tasks based on
the one or more user defined requirements;
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computer-readable program code configured to gener-
ate a composite execution plan based on the opti-
mized set of tasks to process the data flow in a
distributed computing environment and the execu-
tion order.

9. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the
set of characteristics of the data flow further comprise: (i) a
checkpointing requirement of the data flow, (ii) a processing
requirement for each of the processing units, and (iii)
analyzing one or more keys for each of the processing units.

10. The computer program product of claim 9, wherein
analyzing the one or more keys for each of the processing
units comprises:

identifying at least one key-based processing unit in the

set of processing units;

identifying an upstream processing unit from the at least

one key-based processing unit, wherein the upstream
processing unit is not used processing any tasks of the
set of tasks;

defining a map task including the upstream processing

unit;

defining a reduce task using the at least one key-based

processing unit; and upon determining that the
upstream processing unit and the at least one key-based
processing unit have the same key requirements, com-
bining the upstream processing unit and the at least one
key-based processing unit.

11. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the
one or more user defined requirements comprise: (i) a
number of physical partitions for processing the data flow,
(i1) a number of tasks on one or more logical partitions, (iii)
a maximum number of tasks across all partitions.

12. The computer program product of claim 9, wherein
the processing requirement for each of the processing units
comprises at least one of: (i) a memory requirement of each
processing unit, (ii) a CPU requirement of each processing
unit, and (iii) an I/O requirement of each processing unit.

13. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein
the composite execution plan is further generated based on
a determined set of processing units, wherein determining
the set of processing units is based on combining at least two
processing units based on one or more processing require-
ments of the at least two processing units.
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